EDITOR'S NOTE .
In this era of budgetary constraints, the biggest threat to continuing biomedical research is often seen as governmental funding cutbacks. However, a much larger threat looms&mdash;the antiscientific programs of the various so-called animal rights groups. Unless clinicians and scientists mount a concerted defense of scientific investigation, the repressive antiscience movement will win out and thrust us into a Dark Ages scenario, with only a few gallant enough to maintain scientific thought until another Enlightenment. During World War II, the German clergyman Martin Niemoeller lamented the general apathy that allowed a small group of dedicated ideologues (the Nazi hierarchy) to terrorize the Germans: "In Germany they came first for the Communists, and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a Communist. Then they came for the Jews, and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a Jew. Then they came for the trade unionists, and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a trade unionist. Then they came for the Catholics, and I didn't speak up because I was a Protestant. Then they came for me, and by that time no one was left to speak up." Not dissimilarly, the apathy of clinicians and biomedical scientists has permitted the radical animal rights movement to terrorize researchers and undermine our research freedom. In a call to action, the American Academy of Neurology has developed a statement (in association with the Foundation for Biomedical Research and other groups) on the threat to neurology research. This information was originally published in Neurology (1995; 45: 609-610) . In order to increase the dissemination of this important warning to clinicians and scientists everywhere, the Journal of Child Neurology in cooperation with the American Academy of Neurology is reprinting that material in this issue. PRESENTATION Although Congress recently enacted new federal statutes regarding such crimes, the threat of laboratory invasion and personal attack has greatly increased the operating and security expenditures of every neuroscience research laboratory. As a result, with decreasing research funding, the actual up-front cost of research productivity has been wastefully increased.
REALPOLITIK I: DIRECT CONFRONTATION IN THE JUDICIAL AND LEGISLATIVE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT
The anti-medical research operation is led by dedicated and clever True Believers. They recognize that shards in the due process machinery may be more effective than violence. Reasonable estimates of their annual combined budgets range between 50 and 100 million dollars a year. They have aggressive strategies and full-time executors to advance them.
One recent approach through litigation was the effort to secure judicial authority to challenge the government's scientifically based guidelines for ethical animal care. This controversy reached the federal appellate court level before the National Association for Biomedical Research won the decision. One legislative proposal is an Animal Bill of Rights, which states that &dquo;animals, like all sentient beings, are entitled to basic legal rights in our society.&dquo; Another approach is to strangle biomedical research in bureaucratic reporting and regulation. Such bills have been called &dquo;The Animal Experimentation Right to Know Act&dquo; and the &dquo;Information Dissemination and Research Accountability Act.&dquo; & d q u o ; Several states have already passed laws to prohibit vertebrate animal science demonstration in the schools or even dead animal dissection exercises. In many communities, ordinances prevent the use of unclaimed dogs and cats in public pounds for humane research, but do require that abandoned animals be destroyed.
REALPOLITIK II: FIFTH-COLUMN SUBVERSION OF COMMUNITY AGENCIES AND EDUCATION
At the grass roots level, the antiresearch neighbors have moved into operational control of humane animal care organizations and school programs, both public and private. Professionally produced campaign materials of falsehood and half-truth persuade many citizens and politicians to accept their ideas. Dr. Frederick A. King, an early leader against these antiresearch sects, has pointed out that we should reject the strident style used by our opponents: &dquo;I think the way to defeat the animal rights movement is through educating the public, government administrators, legislators, and especially students and teachers.
We need to make sure that textbooks in our schools and classroom curricula are honest, fair, and objective, and that they emphasize humane treatment of animals while showing the tremendous benefits that have come ' from animal research. We know PETA [People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals] and other groups are already in the schools, setting up special courses. Right now, science education for teachers as well as their students is terribly inadequate. We must try to influence in an honest way the education of teachers so that they will understand, not only the achievements of biomedical science, but how the process of science works.&dquo;
COMMENT It won't help for neuroscientists and neurologists to bay at the moon and cry political foul play. these brochures and to distribute them conspicuously in the waiting room. Beyond the brochure, we expect that every neurologist will discuss these scientific and ethical issues with patients and families. The committee will continue to provide follow-up news articles about animal research issues. The members will also be glad to provide ad hoc assistance in response to troublesome questions that may come forward in patient discussions.
CONCLUSION '
Well-informed popular support for ethical and humane medical research is not a phenomenon of spontaneous generation. The animal radical right has clearly proved this point. In our own field, we neurologists are the best qualified educators. If we fail to become effective components of the long-term solution, then we are, indeed, a major part of the problem. The responsibility is ours. Figure 1B . For further information, please write to AAN, 2221 University Ave, SE, Suite 335, Minneapolis, MN 55414; telephone (612) 623-8115. Fifty copies of the AAN brochure on animal research will be sent without charge; additional copies are available for $40 per 100.
